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Leveraging blogs, feeds & RSS: Why and 
how to use these tools to beat the 
competition.

Wordpress Secrets -Wordpress Secrets -

How SEMpdx has leveraged our blog. 
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Why do search engines “prefer” blogs?

blog = a website 

post = a webpage

�Can be structured for SEO perfection

�XML & RSS Feeds

�Sitemaps & ping notifications

�Frequent content additions 

�Social aspects provide better user experiences
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SEMpdx chose Wordpress
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Why is Wordpress so popular?
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What is RSS?

•Really Simple Syndication?

•Rich Site Summary?•Rich Site Summary?

•All content can be “pushed” & defined by you

•Effectively supplement E-newsletters

•Build loyalty, subscribers & return visitors

•Can use for obtaining web content too (SEO)

•RSS = Really Slick Stuff 
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RSS Friendly

A. Subscribe buttons are for the user

B. www.domain.com/category/feed

C. Conservative use of RSS improves SERPs
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Ping friendly

•ping” when new content added to site. •ping” when new content added to site. 

•This can be done manually – Ugh

•From certain websites like Pingoat.com

•Or with free or paid software – (many)

•Or, automatically, as through Wordpress

•Notification of new inbound links too
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Pings

All the way at the bottom of the page -

But… you can add to the pinglist!

SEMpdx pinglist is 46 & growing…
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Blogs offer social aspects…

•Sense of community

•Subscriptions•Subscriptions

•Author Recognition

•User Interaction

•Polls & Comments
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Community

Gregarious

Sociable

Others
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Author Recognition
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Author Recognition

Author profile pageAuthor profile page

allows for recognition

and…

Recognition = content 
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Encourage User Interaction

Add polls -

In posts or

in sidebar
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Comments can encourage return visits

Encourages Encourages 

return visits
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Targeted Communities

Everyone here Everyone here 

must join & use Sphinn 
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What about “SEO”?
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�Titles �Link Text�Titles

�Descriptions

�Keywords (tags)

�Header Tags

�Alt Tags

�Link Text

�XML Sitemaps

�Static Sitemaps

�Content is King

�PR Funneling
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Free Wordpress plugins and a little tweaking at 
setup automates much of the SEO process. 



SEMpdx November 13, 2007

Alt Tags
<img src="http://www.toddmintz.com/rand.jpg" alt="Rand Fishkin Photo" />
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Link Text

Deep relevant text linksDeep relevant text links

revive supplementals and 

improve ranking site-wide 
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XML Sitemap

For every content 

addition, new map created, 

and Google is pinged
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Static Sitemap

Create blank page
and add this code -
<!-- ddsitemapgen -->

= Instant Sitemap
with auto-updating!
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Headspace 2  - Titles, Keywords & Descriptions 

Replaces UTW (Ultimate Tag Replaces UTW (Ultimate Tag 

Warrior), Jerome’s Keywords, 

SEO Title Tags, & Add Desc.
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Headspace 2  has much more…
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Headspace 2 – and still even more…

and it’s FREE!
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Content
is

KING!

easy for users…

Finally, Wordpress is 
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A few advanced SEO tactics…

•Canonical issues 

•Changing page URLs

•Funneling PageRank

•rel= “nofollow”



SEMpdx November 13, 2007

www vs. non www pages

Instant Canonical Fix – or else you have to…Instant Canonical Fix – or else you have to…

edit your .htaccess file…
<IfModule mod_rewrite.c>

RewriteEngine On

RewriteBase /

RewriteCond %{HTTP_HOST} !^www\.pdxtc\.com [NC]

RewriteRule ^(.*)$ http://www.pdxtc.com/$1 [L,R=301]

</IfModule>
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Changing URL’s - Permalinks

Change permalinks seamlessly with no loss of Change permalinks seamlessly with no loss of 
PageRank*, inbound link value, no 404 errors 
and no loss of search engine visibility.

* after next PR update… or the one after that…
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Funneling PageRank



Search Status FF plug-in shows pink links

to easily “nofollow” your “no money” pages

SEMpdx November 13, 2007
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Post level control  - Greg Boser new plugin

for each post!for each post!
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The final coolest thing?

…it’s 

FREE

www.GetWordpressed.com

Scott Hendison 

scott@searchcommander.com


